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More travelers savor
wine cruises. N2

By Larissa and Michael Milne
FOR THE INQUIRER

Situation: We wanted to vis-
it Africa independently
so we could avoid the ex-

pense, crowds, and early-
morning wake-up calls of
group safaris.

Problem: In two popular
countries for viewing wild
game, Kenya and Tanzania,
travelers are warned against
moving about the country on their own
due to safety concerns.

Solution: Namibia. The 22-year-old nation
on the southwest coast of Africa has devel-
oped a reputation as a safe spot for drive-
yourself vacations. It offers an abundance

of wild animals, a sterling na-
tional park system, and spec-
tacular scenery.

We hadn’t originally
planned to go to Namibia.
But during our journey
around the world, its name
kept coming up among other
travelers as a captivating
place to visit. The country
was under the control of
apartheid-era South Africa

until its struggle for independence ended
peacefully in 1990. Namibia has emerged
as a friendly and welcoming place for visi-
tors.

The Alte Fest Museum in the capital city
See NAMIBIA on N6

On self-guided safari
in visitor-friendly Namibia

The shop signs, speech,
and food are redolent of the
Old Country on these blocks
of Brooklyn. There are pierogis
aplenty — but no polka.

At Steve’s Meat Market, there are at least 25 kinds of sausages. The business was
founded in the ’70s by a native of Wroclaw.

Ask An Agent for the
RIGHT advice and BEST price!

Your ALL-INCLUSIVE
Apple Vacation Includes

Non-Stop Airfare from
Philadelphia via Frontier Airlines,

Hotel Accommodations,
All Meals, All Drinks, All Tips,

Transfers, Entertainment and more!

**Gran Bahia Principe Bavaro & Ambar: Roundtrip transportation from hotel to Bahia Blanca Golf Course included (mandatory cart fee). *Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and include
NON-STOP roundtrip airfare from Philadelphia via Frontier Airlines, U.S. certified air carrier, hotel transfers, hotel tax, resort baggage handling, fuel surcharges, all pre-collected U.S. and foreign taxes and fees
including September 11th Security Fee and $10 late booking fee if applicable (for bookings within 14 days of departure). $10 Dominican Republic tourist card fee is payable in cash at the airport in resort.
Checked bag fees apply—1st checked bag FREE, 2nd is $20. Please see the individual air carrier's website for a full detailed description of baggage charges before making your purchase. Holiday/weekend
surcharges may apply. Restrictions/blackout dates may apply. All packages are based on the lowest hotel/air classes available at time of publication, capacity controlled and subject to availability and change
without notice. Cancellation policies apply. Apple Vacations not responsible for errors or omissions. See Apple Vacations’ Fair Trade Contract. Kids Fly, Stay, Play and Eat promotion valid when sharing a room
with two adults. Offer valid with charter airfare via Frontier Airlines. Baggage fees and other restrictions may apply. nad_1657_102112_phl_cl

Prices advertised available through applevacations.com.
Some travel agencies listed above may charge service fees.

★ Colony Travel.............................. 856-845-4444
★ Pennsylvania Travel .................. 800-778-7014

Great Escapes Travel ................. 856-547-8748
Travel Leaders Wide World ......... 215-742-1700

★ Open Sundays

7 Nts only
$1099*

CANCUN’S RIVIERA MAYA
Grand Sunset
Princess All Suites
Resort & Spa
ååååå
24-HOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE
Enjoy the nine restaurants, daily
activities and nightly entertainment.

7 Nts $1099*

Thu, Jan 3-10, Sat, Jan 12
$1199* Apr 4-25;
$1299* for Jan 17-31;
$1399* for Feb 7-Mar 21

CANCUN’S RIVIERA MAYA
BlueBay
Grand Esmeralda
ååååå
ALL-INCLUSIVE
This modern 5-star resort in Playa del
Carmen is situated in a natural spacious
setting on the beautiful Riviera Maya.
The BlueBay Grand Esmeralda boasts
large swimming pools.
7 Nts $1199*
Thu, Jan 3-10, Apr 4-25;
$1299* for Jan 17-31;
$1399* for Mar 7-Mar 21

PUNTA CANA
Gran Bahia
Principe Bavaro
ååååå ALL-INCLUSIVE
STEP UP YOUR STAY: Upgrade
to Jr. Suite Superior for $1469* or Jr.
Suite Club Hacienda for $1519* based
on Fri/Mon, Jan 4-11 departures.
VALUE PLUS: One FREE Round of
Golf per person, per stay.**

7 Nts $1369*

Mon/Fri, Jan 4-11; yes in
$1529* for Mon, Jan 14-Mar 18,
Fri, Jan 18-Feb 1, Feb 15-Mar 1, 15

PUNTA CANA
Gran Bahia
Principe Ambar
GOLDENåååååPlus
ALL-INCLUSIVE
Adults Only (18+) Free exchange
privileges within the Gran Bahia Principe
Complex. VALUE PLUS: One FREE
Round of Golf per person, per stay.**
3 Nts $1619*

Fri/Mon Jan 4-11
$1819* Mon, Jan 14-Mar 18;
Fri, Jan 18-Feb 1,
Feb 15-Mar 1, Mar 15

ADVERTISEMENT

Cordcrunchers earphones tame
tangles. Gadget Guru, N4

In Etosha National Park, Namibia’s main attraction for animal lovers, elephants take over a water
hole. Also encountered over a few days: Zebras, giraffes, lions, springbok, and dik-diks. MICHAEL MILNE

By John Bordsen
McCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

N EW YORK — The
cheapest and fast-
est route to Eastern
Europe? From Man-
hattan, take the L

or M train across the East
River to Brooklyn, transfer to
the northbound G, and get off
at Nassau Avenue. Just walk
up the stairs and you may as
well be in Warsaw or Krakow.

At street level, you’ll quick-
ly realize why this neighbor-
hood, near trendy Williams-
burg, is called “Little Po-
land.”

Look at the signs on the
two- and three-story brick
buildings that line Nassau
and Manhattan Avenues, the
heart of the area.

Perhaps the most numer-
ous marquees read “apteka”
(pharmacy) — they all seem

to be mom-and-pop conve-
nience stores with a druggist
on duty. Doorways to up-
stairs offices say “Rozliczenia
podatkowe” (tax returns),
“Dentysta” (dentist), and the
like. Along the way, you’ll see
signs by many doorways read-
ing “Zapraszamy” (You are
welcome).

Use your nose. When glass
doors swing open at Old Po-
land Bakery & Restaurant or
any of the many bakeries
that dot Little Poland —
roughly 8 by 16 blocks on
Brooklyn’s north end — you’ll
catch the aromas of breads
and pastries. Step inside one
of the many meat markets
for a deep whiff, and perhaps
a free sample, of the Polish
hams and assorted sausages.

Up and down the streets,
you’ll come across many

See LITTLE POLAND on N4

A patch of Poland in N.Y.C.
Little Poland, in Brooklyn’s Greenpoint section, is full of Polish bakeries and meat markets. JOHN BORDSEN / Charlotte Observer

GREENPOINT

WILLIAMSBURG

M
AD

IS
ON

AV
E.

6T
H

AV
E.

LE
XI

NG
TO

N
AV

E.

8T
H

AV
E.

10
TH

AV
E.

1S
T

AV
E.

YO
RK

AV
E.

57TH ST.

LA
FA

YE
TT

E
ST

.

23D ST.

HOUSTON ST.

14TH ST.

72D ST.

96TH ST.

86TH ST.

59TH ST.

2D
AV

E.

H
ud

so
n

R
iv

er

SOURCES: Esri; TeleAtlas The Philadelphia Inquirer

N
MILE

0 1

East River

MANHATTAN

BROOKLYN

Butcher Stanley Dul, originally from Rzeszow in southeast Poland, prepares meats for
customers at Steve’s Meat Market in Little Poland.
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of Windhoek provided us with
a primer on Namibia’s recent
history. Housed in a barracks
dating to the 1890s, the muse-
um chronicles the country’s
path to present-day indepen-
dence, including a room dedi-
cated to the memory of the
freedom fighters who were
imprisoned at Robben Island,
the notorious prison in South
Africa that held Nelson Man-
dela for 18 years.

After a few days in Wind-
hoek, we drove 250 miles
north to Namibia’s main at-
traction for animal lovers, the
vast Etosha National Park.
About the size of New Jersey,
it surrounds a huge, blinding-
white salt pan and provides
one of the best wildlife-view-
ing areas in all of Africa. On
any given day, a visitor can
spot elephants, zebras, gi-
raffes, lions, springbok, and
with a bit of luck, the elusive
rhinos, leopards, and chee-
tahs.

The best time to visit is dur-
ing the dry season from April
through October, when ani-
mals emerge from their hid-
ing spots to drink at one of
the many water holes scat-
tered across the park. During
the wet season, they are more
difficult to spot, concealed in
the grassy plains and sparse
woodlands where seasonal
water is plentiful.

Etosha is too big to see in
one day. It’s best to spread a
visit over several days to see
different areas of the park.
The first day, we started out
with a guided game drive to
learn some tips on viewing lo-
cations and animal-spotting.
After that, we drove on our
own.

For our safari drive, we
jumped aboard an open-air
Range Rover with Tomas and
Katrin, a German couple. Our
guide, Ismail, knew all the hot
spots, or in this case, wet
spots, as he sought out the
water holes where the ani-
mals congregate. Within min-
utes of entering the park
gate, we were treated to a
pair of giraffes ambling along-
side us.

Despite years of watching
shows on the Discovery Chan-

nel, nothing prepared us for
seeing those animals up close
in their native habitat. As
wildlife newbies, we clicked
through, in about five min-
utes, what would have been
several rolls of film in the pre-
digital era. Ismail’s gentle
smile said, “you ain’t seen
nothing yet.”

After 20 dusty minutes on a
gravel road, we reached the
Nebrowni water hole, where
hundreds of zebras were
quenching their thirst. Sprin-
kled among them were spring-
bok, dik-diks, and impalas, in
a scene reminiscent of Ed-
ward Hicks’ painting Peace-
able Kingdom.

We watched the animals for
a spell and were just about to
leave when Katrin dropped
her heretofore perfect En-
glish and excitedly yelled out,
“Der elephant kommen! Der
elephant kommen!” Off to the
right, three mammoth, leath-
ery-gray beasts lumbered in
slow motion toward us, big
ears flapping back and forth.

As the elephants made
their deliberate progress to-
ward the water hole, the ze-
bras got a bit restless.
Thought bubbles over their
head seemed to say, “Well,
there goes the neighbor-
hood.” Most got the memo
early and cleared out. A hand-
ful stayed, as if this time it
would be different. It wasn’t.

When elephants show up at
a water hole, it’s the equiva-
lent of the chubby kid cannon-
balling into the pool at a
swank hotel. Everyone else
gets soaked and soon figures
out that it’s time to leave the
party. It was no different
here. The zebras and spring-
bok crept away and mean-
dered aimlessly while waiting
for the big boys to have their
fun.

The elephants weren’t con-
tent to just drink the water
like the other animals. They
plunged right in, splashing
and flinging the water about
with their trunks. Elephants
like to get muddy; it cools

them off and provides a layer
of protection against insects.
In the process, anything with-
in about 50 feet gets muddy,
too. They played for an hour,
as delighted as schoolchil-
dren on the first day of sum-
mer.

The next few days, we
drove around the park on our
own. Heading down a rutted
gravel road for two or three
miles through scrub pine, we
rounded a bend and watched
a herd of 30 elephants cavort-
ing in the mud. At another
remote water hole, giraffes
crouched into their distinc-
tive, wide, splay-legged
stance to reach down to the
water with their long necks.
Hours slipped away as we en-
joyed front-row seats for our
very own live-action nature
film. Elephants here, zebras
there — hey, there goes a
pack of ostriches. Since Eto-
sha is so big, we often had a
water hole to ourselves, pro-
viding several days filled with
“pinch-me” moments.

One evening, as the setting

sun was casting a golden
glow on the savanna, we got a
little more than a pinch. Thir-
ty zebras on the left side of
the road were all facing to-
ward the right, like soldiers
in formation, seemingly on
high alert. We followed their
gaze to witness a memorable
event: two lions doing what it
is lions do during mating sea-
son. The zebras weren’t voy-
eurs, but were keeping an eye
on a natural enemy.

After the lions finished, the
female lay down in the grass
while the male stood there
yawning. We backed up our
car on the narrow shoulder of
the road to take some photos.
Suddenly, another lion leaped
right up to the open window
on the driver’s side of our car.
Ismail had told us that lions
sleep in the shady culverts un-

der the road during the heat
of the day. We had unwitting-
ly rolled over a culvert and
awakened this one, who
seemed none too happy about
it.

Michael was torn between
taking a close-up photo of the
grumpy lion and closing his
window. He tried both, discov-
ering that electric windows
are agonizingly slow. Fortu-
nately, the still-groggy lion
didn’t seem interested in us,
and we lived to tell the tale.

Larissa and Michael Milne are
traveling around the world for a
year and reporting in regularly
about their journey.
You can follow them at
www.ChangesInLongitude.com.

To comment, e-mail
traveltalk@phillynews.com.

NAMIBIA from N1

HOLIDAY CRUISES
& TOURS

215-579-7030 800-937-4386
www.welovetotravel.com

Holiday Cruises & Tours
& Holland America

have partnered to offer a special 2 Week sale

October 15th – October 28th

ON every sailing receive:

-REDUCED DEPOSITS

-ONBOARD VALUE BOOKLET

***Group pricing and onboard credits on hundreds of sailings

***Reserve a balcony cabin and receive dinner in the Pinnacle Grill

PLEASE CALL US FOR DETAILS

*Terms & Conditions: Upgrade offers are valid on select sailings and in select categories only. **Third/fourth
offer based on sharing a stateroom with 1st and 2nd guests, are valid on select sailings, and are based on

Promo Z3. Government Fees & Taxes apply to all 3rd/4th offers. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands

BOOK EARLY AND SAVE
ON 2013 CRUISES:

• Free upgrades on select sailings*

• Free or reduced cruise fares for 3rd & 4th guests**

• Up to 50% savings on select Europe Collectors’ Voyages

Driving through Namibia’s animal kingdom
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A giraffe ambles along a road in Etosha National Park in
Namibia, one of the best wildlife-viewing areas in all of Africa.

An ostrich and zebra visit a water hole. During the dry season,
animals emerge from grassy plains and sparse woodlands.

After a romantic tryst, a male lion yawns as the lioness lies in
the grass. Then, a frightful surprise for the visitors. MICHAEL MILNE
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