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Encountering
wild creatures
Down Under.

Waves of cruise travelers from China
The industry is jumping on surging demand, with
some lines moving their most modern and luxurious
ships from U.S. ports to Asia.

Royal Caribbean’s Quantum of the Seas, overhauled and moved to
Shanghai for growing cruise market in China. CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS / LA Times

Shoe closures
that have

real magnetism.

By Hugo Martin
LOS ANGELES TIMES

R oyal Caribbean’s Quantum
of the Seas was less than a
year old when the cruise

line swapped out the Johnny
Rockets retro burger joint for a
noodle restaurant and replaced
the duty-free shop with a luxury
leather boutique.

The overhaul of the 1,100-foot-
long ship came with a move in
May from New Jersey to Shang-
hai — part of the cruise indus-
try’s push to capitalize on surg-
ing demand from China, a mar-
ket with the potential to gener-
ate nearly seven times as many

passengers as the U.S. does.
To catch the wave of travelers

expected to sail from China in
the next few years, U.S. cruise
lines are investing heavily in
new and remodeled ships, and,
in some cases, moving their
most modern and luxurious
ships from U.S. ports to China.
Recent signs of China’s slowing
economy haven’t dimmed their
enthusiasm.

“Even though it’s a new mar-
ket in China, the potential is
huge,” said Anthony Kaufman,
executive vice president of inter-
national operations for Princess
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By Larissa and Michael Milne
FOR THE INQUIRER

E
UREKA, Nev. — “It’s totally empty. There
are no points of interest. We don’t recom-
mend it. We warn all motorists not to
drive there unless they’re confident of
their survival skills.”

The quote comes from a 1986 issue of Life maga-
zine, describing a stretch of two-lane highway
through central Nevada that it dubbed “the Loneli-
est Road in America.” In the article, a representa-
tive of AAA issued that dire caution. But for road-
trip aficionados, those words were a gauntlet
thrown, a dare to affirm the truth of the grim
claim, or prove it wrong.

The Loneliest Road is a 287-mile stretch of U.S.
Highway 50 that, in the days before I-80, was the
primary route across Nevada, linking its Utah and
California borders. It’s also a historic road, part of
the Lincoln Highway — America’s first transconti-
nental route, proposed in 1913 to connect New
York and San Francisco. More than 50 years earli-
er, the Pony Express had traversed this path.

Rather than grouse at the slur on their charac-
ter, the towns that form the bone-dry vertebrae
along the so-called Loneliest Road chose to put the
P.R. pedal to the metal. They created a passport-
like “Official Highway 50 Survival Guide” highlight-
ing points of interest on the route. Intrepid travel-

See LONELIEST ROAD on N5

The view from Highway 50, once the primary route across Nevada from Utah to California, and once the route of the Pony Express. LARISSA MILNE
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IF YOUDARE
“The Loneliest Road,” as a 287-mile stretch of Highway 50 traversing

theWest is known, is plenty desolate. But there is also haunting beauty.

Two-lane blacktop: Highway 50, which passes through seven high desert valleys, is also
part of the Lincoln Highway — America’s first transcontinental route.
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ers who have it stamped at
stations along the way
qualify for an “I Survived
Highway 50” certificate
and souvenir upon comple-
tion.

Equipped with our “pass-
port,” we headed westward
from the Utah state line,
tracing the path of the ear-
ly settlers who passed in
Conestoga wagons without
the benefit of air-condition-
ing, GPS, or extra horse-
power under the hood.
Tumbleweeds and the rem-
nants of scattered vegeta-
tion provided some color
as we set off into the Great
Basin Desert.

Soon, we were climbing
over a 7,000-foot-elevation
mountain pass in what
would become the pattern
on this drive. Upon reach-
ing the peak, the straight,
two-lane road swooped
down into a vast prairie be-
fore disappearing into the
next mountain range 30
miles down the road. In to-
tal, the drive undulates
through seven high desert
valleys, providing an array
of earth tones and sage
greens that form a soft con-
trast to the vivid blue Neva-
da sky.

The Lincoln Highway
joins Highway 50 in the
former railroad hub of Ely,
65 miles west of the Utah
state line. Remnants of
that historic route remain
in the form of concrete
signposts marked with an
L — placed there in 1928
by the Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca to guide motorists while

commemorating the road’s
namesake, Abraham Lin-
coln. In reality, though, the
markers are not required;
the vast desert stretching
to the horizon on either
side of the road serves as
quick alert to any potential
wrong turns.

Ely has one of the big-
gest attractions along
Highway 50: the Nevada
Northern Railroad Muse-
um. The 56-acre historic
train yard and depot have
been restored to look as
they did in 1907, when lo-
cal copper mines filled the
burgeoning need for tele-
phone and electrical lines
in America. Visitors can
even ride on a train pow-
ered by a circa-1910 Bald-
win steam locomotive that
was built in Philadelphia.

The museum is proud of
its “where visitors can get
their hands dirty” policy.
Tourists have the run of
the working machine shop
— enveloped in the musty
aroma of lubricating oil,
creosote, and decades of
workers’ hard toil — and
can clamber in and out of
the railcars. An elderly
gentleman in striped den-
im overalls, sporting a glo-
rious white beard and
hoisting a giant monkey
wrench, mentioned he was
one of the “campers.” The
museum offers its own ver-
sion of a fantasy camp: a
weeklong session in which
adult train geeks can tink-
er on actual equipment.

Seventy-seven miles far-
ther west, the aptly named
silver- and lead-mining

town of Eureka (popula-
tion 601) bills itself as the
“Friendliest Town on the
Loneliest Road.” In the
1880s, the smoke from the
town’s bustling smelters
earned it the sobriquet
“the Pittsburgh of the
West.” It could easily serve
as a western movie set. An
ornate opera house (built
circa 1879 and restored in
1993) and museum occupy
the former offices of one of
Nevada’s oldest newspa-
pers, the Eureka Sentinel,
founded in 1870 during the
mining boom.

Two miles outside Eure-
ka, the former mining ham-
let of Ruby Hill lies aban-
doned to the elements.
Some of the corrugated-
tin-roof buildings scat-
tered along a small gully
still house the furniture of
past residents — a stark
reminder of why these are
called ghost towns. Among
the silvery juniper bushes
and piñon trees, cactus
flowers blooming in bright
fuchsia provide vivid
splashes of color.

Midway across the state,
Route 50 rubs noses a few
times with the path of the
old Pony Express, which
galloped through during
the mail service’s brief
life, from 1860 to 1861. A
few crumbling stations sur-
vive by the side of the
road, marked by historical
plaques. Considering they
are in the middle of no-
where even now, it’s diffi-
cult to imagine the plight
of the lonely mail rider.

On the eastern outskirts
of Fallon, the desert yields
an archaeological surprise
right off the road. At
Grimes Point, a quarter-
mile trail reveals rust-col-
ored basalt boulders
marked by geometric
petroglyphs of circles and
wavy lines, some of which
were struck almost 3,000
years ago by indigenous
peoples. Even more re-
markable considering the
parched desert environs:
Going back 12 millennia,
this spot was 400 feet be-

low the surface of a lake.
Life magazine consid-

ered the town of Fallon
the end of the “lonely” por-
tion of highway. Known as
the oasis of Nevada, Fal-
lon represents a rare
patch of green in the state
and is renowned for its lus-
cious cantaloupes. It’s also
home of Fallon Naval Air
Station, where the pilots
made famous in the movie
Top Gun now train; it’s not
unusual to see (or rather
hear) a pair of F-18 Hor-
nets roaring overhead.

Nearing the California
state line, motorists will
note an incongruous sight
in front of the Nevada State
Museum in the capital of
Carson City: a full-size repli-
ca of the Liberty Bell. In
1950, each state was given
one as part of a U.S. Savings
Bond drive. The bell looks a
bit unusual at first — until a
discerning eye notices it
lacks the famous crack.

At this point, we were
ready to let freedom ring
ourselves. We had driven
the length of the Loneliest
Road and lived to tell the
tale. Although there were
indeed some desolate
stretches, there’s a particu-
lar beauty in the land-
scape, along with haunting
sights of a bygone era. It’s
well worth the journey.

Larissa and Michael Milne
write about their travels at
www.ChangesInLongitude.com.
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By Scott Mayerowitz
ASSOCIATED PRESS

U nited Airlines is try-
ing to bring back a
bit of the friendly

skies, allowing families
with young children to
board early.

The move, which takes ef-
fect Monday, lets families
with children 2 and young-
er get settled in their seats
before the rush of other pas-
sengers clamoring for over-
head-bin space.

United was the last hold-
out. It has forced families
to board with everybody
else since revamping its
boarding process in April
2012.

Policies vary from air-
line to airline. Some let
families skip in front of ev-
erybody; others let first-
class and elite passengers
onto the plane first, then
give families a head start
on the rest of the passen-
gers.

It’s a delicate balance.
The airlines want to board
passengers as fast as possi-
ble and take most of the
pain out of the process.

However, they also want
to reward elite members
by letting them settle in
early. Additionally, airlines
are making money selling
early boarding directly to
passengers or via credit-
card partnerships. Those
who get on the plane first
get a spot in the overhead
bin for their bags; those
who board last are typical-
ly forced to check their
bags at the gate.

Sandra Pineau-Boddi-
son, United’s senior vice
president for customers,
says the move comes as
part of a larger effort by
the Chicago airline to be
more attentive to passen-
gers’ needs.

“It takes a little bit of
the stress out of the travel
situation,” she says.
“Some things are just the
right thing to do.”

It also helps the airline
get planes out on time. Hav-
ing all the strollers gate-
checked at once frees bag-
gage handlers, who later
have to deal with storing
carry-on bags under the
plane because there is no

overhead-bin space left.
The current U.S. airline

family-boarding policies
are:

Alaska Airlines. Fami-
lies with children younger
than 2 can board at the
beginning of the process,
before first-class and elite
customers.

American Airlines. Fami-
lies with children board be-
fore first-class and elite
members upon request
only. The age is at the dis-
cretion of the gate agent.

Delta Air Lines. Fami-
lies with car seats or stroll-
ers can board before first-
class and elite members.

Frontier Airlines. Fami-
lies with children 3 and
younger board after the
airline’s elite members
and those who have paid
for extra legroom, but be-
fore the rest of the plane.

Hawaiian Airlines. Fami-
lies with children younger
than 2 can board before
first-class and elite mem-
bers.

JetBlue Airways. Fami-
lies with children under 2
board after elite members

and passengers in premi-
um seats, but before the
rest of the plane.

Southwest Airlines. An
adult traveling with a child
6 or younger may board
during Family Boarding,
which occurs after the “A”
group has boarded and be-
fore the “B” group begins
boarding.

Spirit Airlines. Families
board after passengers
who paid extra to board
early and those who pur-
chased space for a carry-
on bag in the overhead
bin.

United Airlines. Starting
Monday, families with chil-
dren 2 and younger can
board before first-class
and elite members.

Virgin America. Fami-
lies with young children
can board after first-class
passengers, those in the
extra-legroom seats, pas-
sengers who paid for early
boarding, those with elite
status, and those with a
Virgin America credit
card. They do get to board
before all other coach pas-
sengers.

Haunting sights on lonesome highway

PER PERSON DOUBLE • PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

LAS VEGAS BABY!

Nonstop From PHILADELPHIA
3 Nights Air & Hotel Package
APRIL 9 - 12 Saturday To Tuesday

PROMISE A WEEKEND IN LAS VEGAS
PERFECT FOR VALENTINES DAY!

PRICE INCLUDES AIRPORT TO
HOTEL SHUTTLE

NONSTOP AIR

Luggage & Resort

Fees Apply

All Taxes & Fees

1-888-272-8002

MIRAGE

MGM

VENETIAN

ARIA

PALAZZO

BELLAGIO

WYNN ENCORE
INCLUDES $100
ROOM CREDIT!

$439

$449

$539

$559

$579

$599

$629

Inns &
Resorts
Directory

Inns &
Resorts
Directory

TO
ADVERTISE

CALL:
215-854-5328

FAX:
215-854-5572

ST. MAARTEN
www.beachsidevillas.com OCEANEDGE, LUXURY
1,2,3BR A/C Villas. Fully equipped kitchen. BBQ,
daily housekeeping. free wi-fi cable TV. Perfect va-
cation all year! Call Owner Yolanda 313-884-7706

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NYC
Singles $134; Doubles $139; Suites $149-$169
Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18 flrs,
kitchenette. 5 min to midtown. Safe, quiet, luxury
area. Riverside Drive & 80th St. For more info.
call 1-800-724-3136 www.riversidetowerhotel.com

Last holdout in carriers’ letting those with kids get a head start.

United eases family boarding
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A ghost town. Abandoned buildings still have the furniture of past residents. LARISSA MILNE

A replica of the Liberty Bell — without the crack — in front
of the Nevada State Museum in Carson City. LARISSA MILNE

A top attraction on Highway 50 is the Nevada Northern Railroad Museum in Ely. Visitors
can ride on a train powered by a circa-1910 locomotive built in Philadelphia. MICHAEL MILNE

The Eureka Opera House, built circa 1879 and restored in 1993. MICHAEL MILNE
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