
In Petra, there are
centuries-old scenes

out of “Indiana
Jones.” And Amman,
in ancient times, was
called Philadelphia.
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Mobile charger for your many
electronic devices. Gadget Guru, N4

Winslow Homer’s Maine
studio opens to visitors. N2
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T here’s so much to see in and
around our nation’s capital,
but often so little time to take

it all in.
To be sure, the White House, the

Capitol, and the Smithsonian muse-
ums, along with the monuments,

tend to top most itineraries.
But, with a bit of research and

some planning, you can also get in
plenty of other fascinating stops.
Here are a few.

The Newseum
Located on Pennsylvania Avenue

at Sixth Street NW on the National

Mall, this striking $450 million
glass-and-stone structure that
opened in 2008 chronicles nearly
five centuries of news history.

“I think we’re different from
many other museums in that we
focus first on the evolution of the
story, rather than first collecting

See WASHINGTON on N4

Think outside the white marble:
Capital attractions in D.C.

Inside Tim Russert’s Office, a display at the Newseum in Washington, opened in 2008. ERIC HERR

By Larissa and Michael Milne
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P
ETRA, Jordan — We knew the
night would be a little different
than expected when at check-in
Mahmoud cheerfully informed us,
“I’ve upgraded you to a cave.” That

was our introduction to staying at a Be-
douin camp in Jordan. We had visions of
dusty tents with Persian rugs underfoot and
the odd camel lumbering by. This was true
enough, but we were directed to our cave, a

hole in the wall (literally) that barely had
room for a floor mat, with enough striped
pillows to fill a Martha Stewart home fur-
nishings catalog. After Mahmoud told us he
had been raised in this cave, we gladly ac-
cepted his offer.

We were staying near Little Petra, only
a few miles away from the world-renowned
site of Petra. But apparently that short dis-
tance is an impassable obstacle to thou-
sands of tourists every year. While Petra is

See JORDAN on N5

Columns of the temple of Hercules at the Citadel in
Amman, once Philadelphia.

The Monastery in Petra is enormous, with a 30-foot-tall doorway. Reaching it is a tall order, too, with about 800 steps to climb. It was built about the first century A.D. MICHAEL MILNE
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Foreign Exchange

Country Sept. 20 Year ago
Australia (dollar) 0.96 1.03
Austria (euro) 0.77 0.74
Belgium (euro) 0.77 0.74
Britain (pound) 0.62 0.63
Canada (dollar) 0.98 1.03
Denmark (krone) 5.75 5.53
France (euro) 0.77 0.74
Germany (euro) 0.77 0.74
Greece (euro) 0.77 0.74
Hong Kong (dollar) 7.75 7.80
India (rupee) 54.27 49.48
Ireland (euro) 0.77 0.74
Israel (shekel) 3.90 3.72
Italy (euro) 0.77 0.74
Japan (yen) 78.26 76.40
Mexico (peso) 12.87 13.88
Netherlands (euro) 0.77 0.74
Norway (krone) 5.73 5.85
Portugal (euro) 0.77 0.74
Singapore (dollar) 1.22 1.31
Spain (euro) 0.77 0.74
Sweden (krona) 6.53 6.90
Switzerland (franc) 0.93 0.91
Turkey (lira) 1.80 1.84

What a U.S. dollar buys
(in commercial trades;
consumer rates may be lower).

jammed with visitors, many
of them day-trippers travel-
ing in huge packs from south-
ern Israel, its former suburb
of Little Petra can usually be
seen in total silence. Our goal
was to see both and compare.

Although it has hidden
in a remote mountain pass
for millennia, Petra’s most re-
cent rediscovery occurred
when Steven Spielberg select-
ed it as the site for the climac-
tic scenes in Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade, re-
leased in 1989. Picture Harri-
son Ford and Sean Connery
riding their horses through a
narrow passage and encoun-
tering the ancient pink-sand-
stone Treasury building, with
its Corinthian columns and
pediment, carved into the
rock. Moviegoers around the
world were astonished that it
wasn’t a movie set but a real
place they could visit. Tour-
ism took off, making Petra
one of the most popular at-
tractions in the world.

Petra began in the Neolith-
ic period, but really came into
its own as a rich trading post
in the first century B.C. By
the sixth century A.D., a mas-
sive earthquake had de-
stroyed much of the city and
it was abandoned, though lo-
cal Bedouin continued to live
in the area as they still do
today.

To get away from the
crowds at Petra, it is neces-
sary to take a big step, or in
this case about 800 of them,
and climb to the Deir, or Mon-
astery. (We lost count along
the way so we’ll take their
word on the number of
steps.) Figure about a 30- to
60-minute climb, depending
on your fitness and how often
you’ll stop to take pictures of
the desert vistas from the
cliff-side trail.

Along with the Treasury,
the Monastery is one of the
must-see buildings at Petra.
Built around the first century
A.D., it’s believed to be a tem-
ple dedicated to King Obodas
of the Nabateans. Its facade
is carved out of the rock in a
similar style to the Treasury
building, but we realized its
massive scale only when
someone walked in front of
the 30-foot-tall doorway. Visi-
tors to the Monastery share a
sense of easy camaraderie af-
ter making the strenuous
climb. Those less inclined to
walk can ride a donkey to the
top but watching the animals
scramble over the slippery
sandstone with their clunky
hooves made us glad we trust-
ed our rubber-soled hiking
shoes instead.

At the summit, we met a
teenage Bedouin girl named
Amup who offered to show us
around the Monastery. She
helped Larissa scale the high
wall leading into that massive
doorway and then led us to
some hidden caves that of-
fered tremendous views and
photo ops.

When we offered to pay
Amup for guiding us, she re-
fused, stating proudly that
she did this for free. Howev-
er, if we were interested, per-
haps we might like to buy a
bracelet? Such is the way of
the Bedouin: They will offer
services for free in the hope
that you will consider pur-
chasing some of their goods.
Unlike the relentless hound-
ing we’ve seen in other coun-
tries, we found this approach
refreshing, one that has
worked well for them for thou-
sands of years.

The next day we visited Lit-
tle Petra, a suburb of its big
brother. It’s nestled in a slot
canyon with similar struc-
tures carved out of the cliff as
we saw at Petra, but on a
much smaller, and more ap-
proachable, scale. We clam-
bered up a set of ancient

weather-worn steps to view in-
tricately painted ceilings in a
first-century A.D. dining hall.
The surprisingly intact paint-
ings portray cherubs, vines,
and birds. While a tour of Pe-
tra may take a day, Little Pe-
tra can be visited in an hour.
Its splendid isolation, sans
crowds, enables visitors to
imagine they are two millen-
nia back in time.

We then drove north to Am-
man, Jordan’s capital city, to
seek more wonders of the an-
cient world. Although we hail
from the City of Brotherly
Love, we weren’t aware that
the original Philadelphia was
located here. During Roman
times the city was named Phil-
adelphia after a ruler of
Egypt, King Ptolemy II Phila-
delphus. It was an unexpect-
ed sight to be in the Middle
East and see the name “Phila-
delphia” emblazoned on tour
buses, signs and postcards.

The streets of Philadelphia
are best explored in the Cita-
del, an area that has been in-
habited for more than 7,000
years. Originally the city’s
acropolis, it offers command-
ing views of modern Amman
from its rocky heights. Surviv-
ing Corinthian columns from
the temple of Hercules, built
in the second century A.D.,
pierce the blue sky. Remains
of Roman fortifications and a
sixth-century Byzantine
church also dot the hilltop.
Next door is the National Ar-
chaeological Museum. The an-
cient artifacts on display in-

clude a statue from about
6,500 B.C.

Below the Citadel, a well-
preserved Roman theater lies
cradled in a valley. It is still
used for open-air concerts.
On the day we visited, the en-
tertainment was provided by
10-year-old boys and girls us-
ing the stage as an impromp-
tu soccer pitch. The theater’s
cute cousin next door is the
petite Odeum, operated for
smaller performances.

The ancient ruins in Jordan
are some of the best to be
found anywhere, yet crowds
are practically nonexistent.
Most people only make a day-
trip to Petra from Israel, but
Jordan has much more to of-
fer. Little Petra and the Ro-
man ruins in Amman make it
worth a longer visit. The coun-
try’s compact size makes it
easy to drive around for a
week and see everything.

¢
Back at our cave, we dug

into a meal of zarb prepared
by our Bedouin hosts. Lamb,
rice, tomatoes, potatoes, and
herbs were placed in a pot
buried in a hot pit under the
sands and cooked for hours.
The lamb was so tender we
pulled it apart with our fin-
gers and scooped up the rice
with pita.

Sitting around a campfire,
we looked up at the clear
night sky and tried to count
the constellations, but there
were so many we eventually
gave up. After a day spent
touring one of the most in-

credible sites in the world we
settled in for a chilly desert
night. Considering all the
roaming we’ve been doing for
the last year, a cave in a Be-
douin camp felt remarkably
like home.

Larissa and Michael Milne are
traveling around the world for a
year and are reporting in
regularly about their journey. You
can follow them at
www.ChangesInLongitude.com
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* Offer is for new bookings only. Deposits for bookings made under the Tropical Discoveries Sale promotion are
non-refundable and non-transferable. Reduced Deposit offer refers to 50% payment of the standard deposit, equivalent
to 12.5% of the voyage fare for voyages outside of final payment deadline. Government fees and taxes ranging from
$25 - $560 per person are additional and subject to change. Cunard reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement of up
to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if fares have been paid in
full. Reference promo code R59. Offer is based on 15-day QUEEN ELIZABETH voyage Q303 and 20-day QUEEN VICTORIA
voyage V303. Offer expires 1 October 2012. Ships’ registry: Bermuda. ©CUNARD 2012.

†̂ For detailed information on “Up to 2-For-1 Savings” and “$100 - $300 in On Board Credit per stateroom” offers, visit
cunard.com/saledetails.

Learn More at: CUNARD.com/saleat:MoreLearn CUNARD.com/sale

To book, contact your Travel Agent or call a
Travel Agent partner below:

Cruisin’ Inc.: (610) 341-1979
Pennsylvania Travel: (888) 438-2924

Or call Cunard at (800) 728-6273.

with U.S. departures

17 Voyages Available Including Transatlantic Crossings

Plus, $100 – $300 On Board Credit per stateroom^
UP TO 2-FOR-1 SAVINGS†

SALE ENDS

1 OCTO
BER

TROPICAL
DISCOVERIES SALE

Sample Voyages Balcony Oceanview Inside
Panama Canal
Adventure
20 January 2013 - 15 Days

$3,095* $2,695* $2,295*

$2,295* $2,295* $1,795*

Ports of call: Fort Lauderdale, Half Moon Cay, Bonaire, Aruba, Panama Canal,
Puntarenas, Manzanillo, Los Angeles

South Pacific
3 February 2013 - 20 Days

$5,885* $5,802* $4,389*

$2,895* $2,895* $2,495*

Ports of call: San Francisco, Honolulu, Nawiliwili, Apia, Auckland,
Bay Of Islands, Sydney (Overnight)Inns &

Resorts
Directory

Inns &
Resorts
Directory

TO
ADVERTISE

CALL:
215-854-5328

FAX:
215-854-5572

ST. MAARTEN
www.beachsidevillas.com
OCEANEDGE, LUXURY 1, 2, 3 BR A/C Villas.
Daily housekeeping. free WI-FI cable TV.
Call Owner Yolanda 313-884-7706

GENEVA ON THE LAKE
Splendid Resort and Wine Country

"One of the 10 most romantic Inns in the U.S."
American Historic Inns. Italian Renaissance villa on
Seneca Lake. Beautiful suites w/Stickley. Candle-
light dining w/live music. Friendly hospitality.
Scenic beauty, golf & wineries abound.
AAA 4-Diamond for 28 yrs. 1-800-3-GENEVA

www.genevaonthelake.com

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
Single Room $124; Double Rm $129; Suites $139-
$159. Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18
flrs, kitchenette. 5 min to midtown, safe, quiet,
luxury area. Riverside Tower, Riverside & 80th St.
For more info. or brochure call 1-800-724-3136

or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

Near Charleston SC Beach Rental
Oceanfront resort golf, tennis, dining. Pet Friendly
Call 888-718-7949 www.seabrookexclusives.com
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The Milnes stayed in a cave near Petra, where Bedouins still
tend their flocks.

Youngsters play on ruins in the original Philadelphia, now Amman. The city was named in Roman times for Egypt’s King Ptolemy
II Philadelphus. Visitors from the City of Brotherly Love may be startled to see “Philadelphia” on signs and buses. MICHAEL MILNE
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