
free as the breeze
Sydney,

The Harbour Bridge, the Opera House, the royal gardens — so much to see and nary a fee.
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MICHAEL MILNESydney Opera House: The architectural masterpiece jutting out into the harbor is seen from a park at the north end of the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
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It’s a suitcase and a
buddy, too. N4

S
YDNEY, Australia — We
stood at the center of the Syd-
ney Harbour Bridge on a
breezy, sunny day. Down be-
low us, ferries cut through

the turquoise water as they carried
passengers to hidden coves shaded
by palm trees. White sails of pleasure
craft swelled in the wind, mimicking
the roofline of the famous Opera

House as they passed by. The view
was stunning — and it was free.

Sydney can be an expensive place
for Americans. The combination of a
major world capital with an unfavor-
able exchange rate makes touring the
city a daunting prospect. Fortunately,
much of what makes Sydney special
is its spectacular scenery, all avail-
able at no charge.

There are plenty of opportunities
for tours that promise views, but they
can be expensive. There are tantaliz-
ing glimpses of the harbor from many
spots throughout Sydney; so we set
out to see what we could without
opening our wallets.

We started with the Harbour
Bridge. Along with the Opera House,
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★ Colony Travel Golden Agency 800-365-8543
★ Pennsylvania Travel Golden Agency 800-778-7014

Rosenbluth Vacations 800-453-8746
Rubinsohn Travel 215-886-5200

★ Open Sundays. *2012 prices are per adult based on double occupancy and include ROUNDTRIP AIRFARE from Philadelphia via Frontier Airlines or other
U.S. certified carrier, hotel transfers, hotel tax and baggage handling. FRONTIER AIRLINES FIRST BAG FREE, second checked bag fee of $20 applies. *$87.00
to $148.00 (U.S. and foreign departure taxes/fees, $2.50 per segment September 11th Federal Security Fee) not included. All prices shown include fuel sur-
charges. Weekend and holiday surcharges apply. nad_1443_111311_phl_cl

ALL-INCLUSIVE APPLE VACATIONS INCLUDES ROUNDTRIP AIRFARE,
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS, ALL MEALS AND DRINKS, TIPS AND TRANSFERS!

PUNTA CANA
Gran Bahia
Principe Bavaro***
ååååå All-Inclusive

7 Nts from $89999*

was $169999*

Available select Mon/Fri, Jan
departures; add $100 for Apr;
add $400 for Feb-Mar

PUNTA CANA
Dreams Punta Cana
Resort & Spa**
åååååå GOLDEN
Unlimited-Luxury®

7 Nts from $119999*

$245999* per person value.
Available select Mon/Fri, Jan
departures; add $100 for Apr;
add $350 for Feb-Mar

CANCUN’S RIVIERA MAYA
IBEROSTAR
Paraiso del Mar
ååååå GOLDEN
All-Inclusive

7 Nts from $99999*

was $189999*

Available select Jan departures;
add $300 for Feb-Mar

CANCUN’S RIVIERA MAYA
Dreams Puerto
Aventuras
Resort & Spa**
åååååå GOLDEN
Unlimited-Luxury®

7 Nts from $119999*

$245999* per person value.
Available select Jan departures;
add $200 for Feb-Mar

Ask An Agent
for the RIGHT
advice and
BEST price!

**DREAMS RESORTS VALUE PLUS: $200 Resort Coupons per room per stay (restrictions apply), plus, FREE Non-Stop Transfers (a $60 per couple
value) ! ***GRAN BAHIA PRINCIPE BAVARO STEP UP YOUR STAY: Upgrade to a Jr Club Hacienda Room from $100 more per person!
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Sojourning among the oysters
in Wellfleet, on Cape Cod. N4

A Year and

A World

By Larissa
and Michael
Milne

By Michelle Higgins
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

A s the holidays approach,
many people are finalizing
their travel plans and bracing

themselves for the usual crowds,
long security lines, and inevitable
delays.

This season, planes will be even
more tightly packed as airlines con-
tinue to cut capacity through the
end of the year and into the next,

even as more passengers take to
the skies. But thicker crowds aren’t
the only differences that holiday
travelers can expect this year.
Some changes, including modified
security screenings for children,
will be welcome; others won’t.

Here are some of the most nota-
ble changes that have been intro-
duced over the last 12 months, as
well as a few new options to help
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Season’s greetings:
Changes in air travel
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All attractions are adjacent to
the Circular Quay, a main
stop for many city buses and
trains, and all Sydney ferries.

Sydney Harbour Bridge

Free pedestrian walkway
open 24 hours a day, located
on the eastern side of the
bridge. A bike path, also free
and open 24 hours, is on the
western side of the bridge.

Sydney Opera House

Lobbies open during box
office hours, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
daily. Visitors are free to walk
around; access to theaters is
closed unless taking a tour.
The outdoor plaza is open 24
hours a day.

Royal Botanic Gardens

Open daily from 7 a.m. to
sunset. (Keep in mind that
Australian summer is
December to February.)
Admission is free.

it is the most recognized site in Syd-
ney. There is a popular tour that
enables the intrepid to scale the arch
of the bridge, but it’s pricey ($180 and
up per person) and restrictive; climb-
ers are clipped onto a lifeline and
can’t bring a camera. We opted for
the pedestrian walkway that is entire-
ly free, and camera-friendly.

Completed in 1932, the bridge is
one of the longest, and perhaps
most-photographed, single-arch
bridges in the world. The approach
to the pedestrian path is well-
marked. At the center point, the
walkway is 160 feet above the har-
bor, which for us was plenty high
enough for good views and several
magnificent photo ops. The total dis-
tance across is less than a mile and
is pretty flat, except for the 50 or so
steps climbed to reach the walkway.

At the northern end is Milsons
Point, with a small, well-landscaped
park that extends under the bridge
and provides a sea-level view of the
Opera House. We followed the walk-
way under the bridge and arrived at
Luna Park, a 1930s amusement park
reminiscent of Atlantic City’s Steel
Pier. As with other parks of its era,
admission is free and tickets are pur-
chased for each ride. We walked
around at our leisure, admiring the
views — including great carnival art
murals — and paid only for a cotton
candy (kids at heart that we are).

Crossing back over the bridge
brought us to Circular Quay and the
Sydney Opera House. Circular Quay
is the heart of Sydney Harbour; the
city’s vast network of ferries is
based here, along with a large, mod-
ern cruise-ship terminal. This day
the cruise ship Radiance of the Seas
was docked, dwarfing the nearby
ferries. Small cafes, souvenir shops,
and street performers dot the Quay,
especially on weekends, when a fes-
tive atmosphere prevails.

We continued eastward along the
Quay to reach the most well-known
building in Australia: the Sydney Op-
era House. Up there with the Eiffel
Tower, the Taj Mahal, and the Rocky
statue as one of the world’s great
sites, this structure really is magnifi-
cent. Since its completion in 1968,
the signature serrated white roof-
line has been likened to sails, shark
fins, a snail shell, and — our favor-
ite — a conquistador’s helmet.

This architectural masterpiece
juts out into the harbor amid a pe-
destrian plaza that is accessible
from all sides. Those unique arched
white roofs are made of more than a

million glazed ceramic tiles, reach-
ing so close to the ground that we
could touch them.

The Opera House complex consists
of three interconnecting structures,
the two largest being theaters and the
third, smaller “shell” a restaurant and
bar. Visitors can wander around inside
the lobbies and vestibules (and gift

shop, natch) at no charge, and view
the rooflines from underneath. The Op-
era House offers a variety of tours,
costing $25 to $150. Unless you’re real-
ly into opera or theatrical architec-
ture, the free offerings are probably
enough.

All this construction-heavy sight-
seeing had us itching for some na-
ture, and we were in luck. At the
base of the Opera House steps we
walked right into the Royal Botanic
Gardens. This 76-acre parcel of
green was established in 1816 as a
site for horticultural study along the
harbor; it opened as public gardens
in 1831. Imagine the British passion
for gardening coupled with a sub-
tropical climate and you’ve got a
winning combination. The gardens
are very welcoming — a sign at the
entrance proclaims “The Park is for
everyone to enjoy. Please walk on
the grass and hug the trees.”

A walk took us through a horticul-
tural sampling of the former British
Empire. On a hill overlooking the
Opera House we meandered
through the classic English rose gar-
den, where fragrant blossoms of ev-

ery color bloom almost year-round
in the temperate climate. Further
down the hill is the Palm Grove,
with one of the finest collections in
the world of these stately trees,
many native to Australia.

Of particular interest is the Rain-
forest Walk, where we trod softly on

mossy paths amid giant ferns under
shade trees. Hundreds of flying fox-
es — bats with a three-foot wing-
span — hung from branches and
snoozed in the sun high above. Now
and then one would spread its
wings as it shifted positions and
showed off what majestic creatures
these flying foxes are — although
it’s a good thing it wasn’t nighttime
because they are a bit creepy.

The gardens are free; brochures
detailing self-guided tours are avail-
able at all entrance gates. Free one-
hour descriptive walks are offered
twice daily by volunteers. We opted
for the self-guided version, wander-
ing at our own pace to the features
that interested us most.

We drifted down toward the re-
flecting pools at Farm Cove, right
on the water adjacent to the Opera
House. A promenade for strolling
and several benches provide van-
tage points. We sat and watched the
sailboats, their billowing white sails
providing a soft counterpoint to the
tiled roof of the Opera House. The
setting sun lit up those tiles and the
Harbour Bridge beyond. As the Ra-
diance of the Seas slowly eased by,
headed for open water, we re-
marked that it was a “million-dollar
view.” And, like the entire day, it
was totally free.

Larissa and Michael Milne are traveling
around the world for a year and
reporting in regularly about their
journey. Follow them at
www.philly.com/travel or at
www.ChangesInLongitude.com.
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Part or all of the service may be provided by US Airways Express (operated by Air Wisconsin, Chautauqua, Colgan, Mesa, Mesaba Airlines, Piedmont, PSA, Republic and Trans States) or United®. Terms and Conditions: Sample pricing valid as of November 1, 2011. USVI sample prices based on
January 15, 2012 departure. Riviera Maya sample prices based on January 15, 2012 departure. Sample prices are per person, based on double occupancy and includes all Government taxes and fees. Resort and hotel fees may apply. Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights. Black out dates may apply.
Prices may vary significantly based on departure dates. Checked baggage fees may apply; visit usairways.com/baggage for details. Packages purchased through our Call Center incur additional fees of up to $35 per person. All promotional offers are subject to availability and may be changed or withdrawn at any
time. Sandals: Free nights: Offer valid on bookings made for travel through December 31, 2012. A minimum 6 or 7-night stay required. Up to 65% off: Offer valid on bookings made for travel through December 31, 2012. A minimum 3-night stay required. Cancellation penalties, deposits and other fees for airfare
may apply. Minimum stay will apply for free nights, spa credits and percent off promotions. Some blackout dates may apply. Valid on new bookings only. USVI: $150 off sale valid on bookings made November 7 - November 21, 2011 for travel January 1 - August, 31, 2012. A minimum 5-night stay required. Must use
promo code INTL150 to receive discount. Preview Sale: Sale valid on bookings made November 7 - November 21, 2011 for travel January 1 - August, 31, 2012. Save $150 on international destinations and Hawaii. A minimum 5-night stay required. Must use promo code INTL150 to receive discount. Save $75 on
domestic destinations. A miminum 3-night stay required. Must use promo code DOM75 to receive discount. Riviera Maya: $150 off sale valid on bookings made November 7 - November 21, 2011 for travel January 1 - August, 31, 2012. A minimum 5-night stay required. Must use promo code INTL150 to receive
discount. All discounts reflected in prices shown. ©2011 US Airways Vacations

usairwaysvacations.com

ROUNDTRIP AIR FROM
PHILADELPHIA (PHL), 5 NIGHTS

& AIRPORT TRANSFERS (incl. taxes)

RIU TEQUILA. . . . . . . . . . . .
$1,011*

OCCIDENTAL
GRAND XCARET . . . . . . . .

$1,171*

GRAND SIRENIS
MAYAN BEACH . . . . . . . .

$1,236*

DREAMS PUERTO
ADVENTURAS . . . . . . . . .

$1,240*

FROM

usairwaysvacations.com/rivieramaya

Find your paradise in
the Riviera Maya

Save $150 on your vacation*Few places in the world
will bring you to life like Israel.

Discover Israel
with our guided tours

usairwaysvacations.com/israel

Come find the Israel in you with one of our vacation packages.
Be sure to include one of our new guided tours to some of world’s
most magnificent sites like Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

Book at usairwaysvacations.com, call 800-455-0123/TTY 888-214-7422, or contact Roma Travel at 610-449-8880.

Up to 65% off + free nights
Sandals Luxury Included® vacations

usairwaysvacations.com/sandals

Escape to the Caribbean with Sandals Resorts. Find peace of mind at one
of Sandals’ Luxury Included® resorts located on four island destinations:
Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia and the Bahamas.

Save up to 65% and get free nights at Sandals Resorts when you book by
December 1, 2011, travel by December 28, 2012 and stay at least 7 nights.

Every 2012 vacation is on sale! We have complete
vacation packages to popular destinations worldwide,

so hurry and book yours today.

Save up to $150
on 2012 vacations*

usairwaysvacations.com/2012

Rediscover yourself
in the U.S. Virgin Islands
No passport required

ROUNDTRIP AIR FROM PHILADELPHIA (PHL), 5 NIGHTS
& AIRPORT TRANSFERS (incl. taxes)

usairwaysvacations.com/usvi

BW CARIB BEACH RESORT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FROM
$1,050*

WINDWARD PASSAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM
$1,158*

SECRET HARBOUR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FROM
$1,555*

Save $150 on your vacation*

MICHAEL MILNE
Gray-headed flying fox bats roost at Sydney’s Royal Botanic Gardens, 76
acres of green right at the base of the Opera House steps — and free.

In Australia, seeing Sydney, as free as the breeze

Information

Sydney Harbour Bridge and Luna Park, a 1930s amusement park reminiscent
of Atlantic City’s Steel Pier. Below, the entrance to the park.
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