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Epcot’s
Flower &
Garden
Festival
is in full
bloom. N3

It’s a high-chair tray
without the high
chair. N4

J

ERUSALEM — This is the most difficult city to
decipher on Earth. That’s not just us saying it.
Try finding it on Google Maps. For security
reasons, high-resolution satellite pictures are
not available, reducing the city to a fuzzy haze.
The complexity continues at ground level.
Considering its significance in religious and world
history, the area within the walls of the Old City is
Lilliputian; covering less than a square half-mile, it’s
smaller than the University of Pennsylvania campus.
Upon entering the Jaffa Gate, a visitor is confronted
with an Escher-esque maze of narrow passageways,
warrens, and arches, some of them more than 2,000
years old. Maps are of limited use, so we wandered
along until we found what we were looking for — or got

distracted and sought something else.
Cobblestone paths, worn smooth from centuries of
foot traffic, lead up, down, and around corners, past a
wide array of vendors selling the hijab — the head
covering worn by Muslim women — alongside stands
stacked with colorful yarmulkes. A few yards away,
Christian prayer shawls were displayed, and, somewhat incongruously, a merchant offered Philadelphia
Phillies and Dallas Cowboys T-shirts with the team
names in Hebrew.
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Vendors are a fixture outside the Damascus Gate (top),
the main entrance to the walled Old City. MICHAEL MILNE

In the Muslim Quarter, the scent of spices
in market stalls combines with the aroma
of meat cooking over open fires.

Zipping
along on
a Zephyr
of history
By Melanie Carroll
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MERYVILLE, Calif. —
The journey east on Amtrak’s California Zephyr
train is as good as the destination. Riding the rails from
the San Francisco Bay area
to Reno, Nev., offers beautiful views and a tangible
sense of history on the route
over the Sierra Nevada mountain range that helped bring
America together after the
Civil War.
Marking 30 years of service this year, the Amtrak
train leaves Emeryville every
morning. The Zephyr’s ultimate destination, 51 hours later, is Chicago. Between Sacramento and Reno, a five-hour
trip, it follows the same
course as the historic Transcontinental Railroad, according to the California State
Railroad Museum in Sacramento. The rail path through
the mountains was a 19th-century engineering feat that bolstered the nation’s western
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The California Zephyr crosses the Sierra Nevada, following the same course as the historic Transcontinental Railroad. PHIL GOSNEY / Amtrak

