
and the country will accept
no “foreign delegations hop-
ing to express condolences,”
it said.

On the streets of Pyong-
yang, people wailed in grief,
some kneeling on the ground
or bowing repeatedly. Chil-
dren and adults laid flowers
at key memorials.

A tearful Kim Yong Ho said
Kim Jong Il had made peo-
ple’s lives happier. “That is
what he was doing when he
died: working, traveling on a
train,” he said.

Others walked past a giant
painting of Kim Jong Il and
his late father, national
founder Kim Il Sung, stand-
ing together on Mount Paek-
tu, Kim Jong Il’s official birth-
place. Wreaths were neatly
placed below the painting.

“He passed away too sudden-
ly to our profound regret,” said
a statement carried by the
North’s official Korean Central
News Agency. “The heart of
Kim Jong Il stopped beating,
but his noble and august name
and benevolent image will al-
ways be remembered by our
army and people.”

He was 69, according to offi-
cial records, though some re-
ports indicate he was 70.

North Korean state media
fell short of calling Kim Jong
Un the next leader, but gave
clear indications that Kim
Jong Il’s third son, who is be-
lieved to be in his late 20s,
would succeed him.

The North said in a dis-
patch that the people and the
military “have pledged to up-
hold the leadership of com-
rade Kim Jong Un” and

called him a “Great Succes-
sor” of the country’s revolu-
tionary philosophy of juche,
or self-reliance.

Kim Jong Il’s death could
set back efforts by the United
States and others to get
Pyongyang to abandon its nu-
clear-weapons ambitions, be-
cause the untested successor
may seek to avoid any per-
ceived weakness as he moves
to consolidate control.

Bill Richardson, a former
U.S. ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations who has made
high-profile visits to North Ko-
rea, said: “The situation could
become extremely volatile.
What the North Korean mili-
tary does in the next 24 to 48
hours will be decisive.”

China, a key North Korea
ally, wants to keep its socialist
neighbor stable but also free
from American and South Ko-
rean influence. It worries that
a North Korean meltdown
could send North Korean refu-
gees pouring over its border,
creating a potential security
mess and straining the far-
from-robust economy of Chi-
na’s northeast.

Stock markets in South Ko-
rea and elsewhere in Asia fell
Monday on the news of Kim’s
death, which came at a sensi-
tive time as North Korea pre-
pares for next year’s 100th an-
niversary of the birth of Kim
Il Sung. The preparations in-
clude massive construction
projects throughout Pyong-
yang as part of Kim Jong Il’s
unfulfilled promise to bring
prosperity to his people.

Overseas critics of the re-
gime have accused it of holding
back food so it can lavish its

people with heftier supplies for
the anniversary. According to
the United Nations, 3 million
North Koreans, or more than
10 percent of the population,
are underfed.

Domestic unrest may perco-
late, analysts said, as North
Koreans tire of poverty, and
the mobile phones and Inter-
net connections that are a
product of recent changes
leave them better informed
about the outside world.

The two-day gap between
Kim’s death Saturday on a
train and its public announce-
ment Monday underscored
the government’s nervous-
ness, analysts said.

“The fact that they delayed
for two days goes to show that
the North Koreans are wor-
ried about instability,” said
Gong Keyu of Shanghai’s Insti-
tute for International Studies.

Bruce Klingner, an Asia an-
alyst at the Heritage Founda-
tion think tank in Washing-
ton, said Seoul and Washing-
ton will worry that Kim Jong
Un “may feel it necessary in
the future to precipitate a cri-
sis to prove his mettle to oth-
er senior leaders.”

North Korea conducted at
least one short-range missile
test Monday, a South Korean
official said. The South’s mili-
tary saw the firing as part of
a scheduled routine drill, rath-
er than a provocation, said
the official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because of
a policy that bans comment-
ing on intelligence matters.

North Korea conducted two
nuclear tests in 2006 and
2009 and is thought to have
enough plutonium for at least
a half-dozen weapons. But ex-
perts doubt the North has
mastered the technology
needed to mount a nuclear
warhead on a missile.

In Seoul, residents worried
about instability in the North.
South Korea’s President Lee
urged his people to remain
calm while his cabinet and
the parliament convened
emergency meetings. The De-
fense Ministry said the South
Korean military and the
28,500 U.S. troops stationed
in South Korea bolstered re-
connaissance and were shar-
ing intelligence on North Ko-
rea. Lee also talked with the
leaders of Japan and Russia.
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PYONGYANG, North Korea
— With the sudden death of
his father, Kim Jong Un went
from being North Korea’s “Re-
spected General” to “Great
Successor” — a heady and un-
certain promotion for a
young man virtually unknown
even to the North Korean peo-
ple just a year ago.

Word of Kim Jong Il’s death,
announced Monday, two days
after he suffered a fatal heart
attack, thrusts his 20-some-
thing son in the spotlight as the
future head of a nation grap-
pling with difficult nuclear ne-
gotiations and chronic food
shortages.

Within hours of breaking the
news of his father’s death,
state media urged the nation’s
people to rally around Kim
Jong Un and to “faithfully re-
vere” their next leader. The
son has not appeared publicly
since the announcement of his
father’s death.

The death speeds up a suc-
cession process that began in
earnest a little more than a
year ago — scant time to gain
experience, build political
clout, and allay skepticism at
home and abroad that he can
lead a nation of 24 million. His
father, by contrast, had 20
years of grooming before his
father, North Korea founder
Kim Il Sung, died in 1994.

Kim Jong Un’s emergence in
September 2010 as the anoint-
ed successor settled the ques-
tion of which of Kim Jong Il’s
three known sons was chosen

as the third-generation leader
in a family dynasty that has
ruled since North Korea’s post-
World War II inception in 1948.
And his status as his father’s
anointed successor has become
clear over the course of the last
year.

After appointing him vice
chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission of the ruling
Workers’ Party, Kim Jong Il in-
troduced the son to the world
just weeks later at a massive
military parade to celebrate a
key party anniversary.

With the world’s media in at-
tendance and transmitting live
video, the son appeared on the
balcony of the Grand People’s
Study Hall in a blue suit, wav-
ing as tanks loaded with long-
range missiles barreled by.

Since that first glimpse of
the son, North Koreans have
seen him regularly on state
TV, in the Pyongyang Times
newspaper, and in the Korean
Central News Agency as he ac-
companied his father on trips
around the country.

Stocky and youthful, he bears
more than a passing resem-
blance to his grandfather, Kim
Il Sung, as a young man — a
similarity that plays into the em-
phasis on lineage and legacy as
just cause to make him leader.
He began appearing with his fa-
ther at state events and report-
edly ran the country when Kim
traveled to Russia and China,
and is credited at home with
orchestrating a deadly Novem-
ber 2010 artillery attack on a
front-line South Korean island
that nearly brought the foes to

the brink of another war.
Kim Jong Il’s leadership was

defined by his “songun” policy
of putting the powerful mili-
tary first. Kim Jong Un’s for-
mal ascension will usher in a
new era of leadership, but it
remains to be seen what direc-
tion he will take the nation of
24 million people.

“It is impossible to say with
certainty what his era will look
like,” said Andray Abrahami-
an, executive director of the
Choson Exchange, a Singapore-
based nonprofit group. “We ex-
pect greater caution and less
willingness to try new things in
the near term, making our pro-
grams more difficult to run.
Things look like they’re locking
down already.”

North Koreans have been
told Kim Jong Un graduated
from Kim Il Sung Military Uni-

versity; speaks several foreign
languages, including English;
and is a whiz at computing and
technology. But they have not
been told much else. He is said
to celebrate his birthday in Jan-
uary, but the year, or even the
name of his mother, have not
been revealed.

Even his name, though whis-
pered for years, was never pub-
lished in state media until the
announcement in September
2010 that he had been promot-
ed to four-star general. “There
is a rumor that he is married,
but officially we don’t know,”
said Yoon Deok-ryong, who
specializes in North Korean
economic reform.

A year ago, after he made
his public debut, he was famil-
iarly referred to as the “Young
General.” In recent months,
signs and plaques formally ac-
knowledging him as the next
leader began appearing with
the title “Respected General.”

On Monday, the state-run
news agency called him the
“Great Successor” and urged
the people to rally around their
next leader. Kim Jong Un is
expected to lean on members
of his father’s inner circle, in-
cluding his aunt, Kim Jong Il’s
sister Kim Kyong Hui; her hus-
band, Jang Song Thaek; and
other Kim Jong Il confidants,
experts said.

“Even though Kim Jong Un
has been appointed as the suc-
cessor, they may form a com-
mittee to rule the country at
first,” Yoon said. “His power
succession is not completed
yet.”

The obits for North Kore-
an dictator Kim Jong Il are
filled with details about his
weird personal habits and
his country’s nukes, but the
history books will reveal
him as one of the great
mass murderers of our
times.

One of my most chilling
journalistic experiences
came in 2004 in South Ko-
rea, when I was interview-
ing a handful of North Ko-
reans who had managed to
escape to Seoul, and listen-
ing to the horrors they’d en-
dured in their
home country.
Only a few thou-
sand North Kore-
ans have made it
out, and they bear
witness to the ter-
rible suffering
that Kim and his
father, Kim Il
Sung, inflicted on
the North Korean
population. Their
crimes are on a
par with the auto-
genocide conducted by
Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge.

Much of the world knows
that more than one million
North Koreans perished of
starvation in the last de-
cade because of the re-
gime’s bizarre economic pol-
icies. But, because the
North Korean regime seals
its own people off from the
outside world and permits
only a few carefully con-
trolled visitors in, Ameri-
cans are less aware of
North Korea’s death camps.
They still reputedly hold
200,000 political prisoners,
including many Christians.

The “lucky” prisoners
are sentenced to reeduca-
tion, which means they
may be released someday
if they survive years of
hard labor and torture. But
many political prisoners
are sentenced to life at
hard labor. Their whole
families are deported to
the camps, including chil-
dren and grandparents.
Food rations are minimal,
and death by starvation is
common.

On my trip to Seoul, I
met one North Korean
woman whose entire fami-
ly was suddenly rounded
up because her military of-
ficer brother had said
something that was inter-
preted as critical of the re-
gime. She survived by
jumping off the train that
was taking the family to
the camp and making it
across the river that di-

vides North Korea from
China.

But China will send refu-
gees back if it catches
them, which means impris-
onment or death. Female
escapees are often sexually
abused inside China. And
those North Koreans who
make it to Beijing still face
immense hurdles in reach-
ing South Korea; relatively
few eventually make it to
Seoul.

On that trip to Seoul, I
attended a church service
where North Korean refu-

gees gathered,
even those who
were not Chris-
tian. Church emis-
saries often travel
to the North Kore-
an border with
China to help the
refugees, and
churches provide
one of the few wel-
coming places
where North Kore-
ans can meet. But
in talking to these

exiles, I felt I was convers-
ing with dead people walk-
ing, with men and women
who had endured so much
they were barely alive.

Having lived entirely reg-
imented lives, North Kore-
ans are often unable to fit
into South Korean life.
They are haunted by the
certainty that their entire
families back home will be
punished for their escape
to freedom. And, until re-
cently, the South Korean
government — fearing a
huge flood of refugees —
was less than welcoming to
those who made it out.

What’s so galling about
this mass murder is that
there are no levers to stop
it. The only country with
real influence on Pyong-
yang is China, which is in-
different to human rights
crimes. And the world is
more concerned with pre-
venting North Korea from
selling its nuclear material
to terrorists or rogue re-
gimes than it is with clos-
ing death camps. Of
course, the regime baldly
denies the camps exist, de-
spite the testimony of es-
capees and the evidence of
satellite photos.

But, as Pyongyang “cele-
brates” Kim’s supposed
achievements, the only
North Korean deaths the
world should be mourning
are those of his victims.
Kim Jong Il’s obituary
should read: “Murderer of
millions of innocents.”

Associated Press
North Koreans cry and scream in Pyongyang at the foot of a
statue of Kim Il Sung, the father of Kim Jong Il.

U.S. cautious in calls on N. Korea
Secretary Clinton urged a peaceful, stable
transition. Hopes for nuclear talks dimmed.

Relentless propaganda;
outbursts of emotion

N. Koreans express
woe over loss of leader

YAO DAWEI / Associated Press
Kim Jong Un, third son of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Il,
applauds during a
performance in Oct. 2010.

Mystery surrounds new young leader

Kim Jong Il: Above
all, mass murderer

By Matthew Lee
and Matthew Pennington
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WASHINGTON — The Oba-
ma administration called for
a peaceful, stable leadership
transition in North Korea on
Monday but made few de-
mands on a nuclear-armed na-
tion known for its unpredict-
ability, poverty, and hostility
to the United States.

Prospects for new nuclear-
disarmament talks involving
North Korea and the United
States appeared to dim with the
unexpectedly sudden death of
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Il and uncertainty surrounding
the planned succession to his
politically untested son. Top
Obama administration national
security officials are focusing in-
telligence and other assets on
the opaque internal politics of
the reclusive communist nation
that former President George

W. Bush once placed on an
“axis of evil” enemies list.

“We both share a common
interest in a peaceful and sta-
ble transition in North Korea
as well as ensuring regional
peace and stability,” Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton told reporters at the State
Department after a meeting
with Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter Koichiro Gemba.

“We reiterate our hope for
improved relations with the
people of North Korea and re-
main deeply concerned about
their well-being,” she said.

The United States is still
looking for better relations
with the North Korean people
despite the “evolving situa-
tion,” Clinton said. She did
not say how Kim’s death
would affect the U.S. ap-
proach to his country.

Nor did she make demands
on the new leadership, passing

up the opportunity to reiterate
U.S. calls for North Korea to
follow through on previous nu-
clear-disarmament pledges.
The omission appeared to un-
derscore Washington’s con-
cern about the situation.

The State Department later
said it still was the U.S. view
that North Korea should make
good on the commitments.
But the department said
Kim’s passing and assumption
of power by his son, Kim Jong
Un, would delay anticipated
developments on resuming nu-
clear-disarmament talks with
the North and supplying the
nation with food aid.

The United States had been
quietly pursuing a new diplo-
matic opening with North Ko-
rea, including hopes for new
nuclear talks as soon as next
week. That opening now ap-
pears on hold, while U.S. offi-
cials assess Kim Jong Un.

The administration had
been expected to decide, pos-
sibly as early as Monday,
whether to try to reengage

North Korea in nuclear nego-
tiations and provide it with
food aid. State Department
spokeswoman Victoria Nu-
land said that decision had
been postponed as the admin-
istration was now focused on
consulting with concerned na-
tions on events in Pyongyang.

Officials have said the Unit-
ed States was concerned
about any changes Kim’s
death might spark in the mili-
tary postures of North and
South Korea, but were hope-
ful that calm would prevail,
despite the test of a short-
range missile by the North
just hours after the announce-
ment of Kim’s death.

The White House said Mon-
day that it was too early to
make any judgments about
whether Kim Jong Il’s death
would provide an opening for
better U.S. relations with North
Korea. And spokesman Jay Car-
ney said the longtime leader’s
death had not spurred new con-
cerns about North Korea’s pur-
suit of nuclear weapons.

By Larissa Milne
and Michael Milne

FOR THE INQUIRER

PERTH, Australia — North
Koreans are showing their
grief at the loss of their “Dear
Leader,” Kim Jong Il. It is
what they have been trained
to do, beginning when his fa-
ther, the late Kim Il Sung,
came to power in the late
1940s.

We spent five days in North
Korea in September, in a rela-
tive rarity for Americans, and
witnessed firsthand what two
generations of relentless propa-
ganda can do to a national
psyche. Every citizen wears a
pin of “The-Great-Leader-Presi-
dent-Kim-Il-Sung,” whose
name is always said in exactly
this phrasing. His image deco-
rates every building, with larg-
er-than-life statues everywhere.

A visit to his tomb is a sa-
cred event, considered the pil-
grimage of a lifetime. During
our guided visit, we joined
the ranks of somber North Ko-
reans dressed in their finest.
All were silent as we walked
over a special apparatus that
washed the bottoms of our
shoes, and then through an
air lock, in a cleansing ritual
to prepare us for the visit.

Just before the tomb itself,
we passed through a room
with huge bronze bas-reliefs
depicting scenes of field and
factory workers grief-stricken
upon learning of the elder
Kim’s death. To enhance this
already melodramatic ambi-
ence, each visitor was given a
headset in his or her native
language with a narrative fur-
ther explaining the scenes.
The words were intoned in an

accent reminiscent of an over-
emoting Shakespearean ac-
tor: “All over the world, peo-
ple beat their breast in agony
at the loss of such a great
leader.” By now, many of the
North Korean visitors were
crying openly, and it seemed
as if Kim Il Sung’s death had
happened only days earlier.

For the majority of North
Koreans, the “Leader Dynas-
ty” is the only one they’ve
ever known. Kim Jong Il per-
petuated the myth that his fa-
ther created North Korea as
the center of the universe,
with him as their benevolent
protector. Having seen first-
hand how sheltered they are,
we don’t find it surprising to
see citizens weeping openly
at his death. It is the behavior
they have been schooled for
all their lives.

There are glimmers of dis-
sent, however brief. In the rel-
ative privacy of an elevator,
we asked our guide at the Mil-
itary Museum, which houses
gnarled remains of downed
U.S. aircraft from the Korean
War, whether she enjoyed her
job. She glanced quickly both
ways and said quietly, “No, I
was forced to do this by my
parents.” So whether the emo-
tional outbursts at Kim Jong
Il’s death are genuine or are
simply behavior according to
protocol remains to be seen.

Philadelphians Larissa and
Michael Milne are traveling
around the world for a year and
chronicling their experiences.
More about their visit to North
Korea, including videos, can
be found on their blog,
www.changesinlongitude.com
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